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municipality’s STATEMENT OF SPECIAL INSPECTIONS (SSI) form. Part 1 
includes a complete list of work requiring special inspections and the frequen-
cy of inspections as required by Chapter 17 of the Ohio Building Code and 
the local municipality. 

Part 2 of the SSI is then completed by the special inspection company. Part 
2 lists the special inspectors who will perform each of the required special 
inspections.

This completed statement of special 
inspections is required as a condition of 
plan approval and building permit issu-
ance. 
2.  Who hires the special inspectors?
The special inspectors are employed by 
the Owner or by the Registered Design 
Professional acting as the Owner’s agent.

3.  Does my construction testing cover 
the special inspection requirements?
No. The Code requires inspectors and 
testing agencies to be engaged by the 
Owner or the Owner’s agent and not by 
the Contractor to avoid a conflict of inter-
est.

4.  Who is responsible for making sure 
special inspections are performed?
On a given project, multiple parties may 
share some responsibility for ensuring that special inspections are completed 
as required by Code, but ultimately the Owner bears the responsibility and 
hiring authority.

Confused About Special Inspections?

Chapter 17 of the Ohio 
Building Code details the 
required special inspections 
for 20 categories of 
construction work:

    1.  Special cases
    2.  Steel construction
    3.  Concrete construction
    4.  Masonry construction
    5.  Wood construction
    6.  Soils
    7.  Deep driven foundations
    8.  Cast-in-place deep 
         foundations
    9.  Helical pier foundations
  10.  Fabricated items
  11.  Wind resistance
  12.  Seismic resistance
  13.  Testing for seismic resistance
  14.  Sprayed fire-resistant 
         materials
  15.  Mastic and intumescent fire-
         resistant coatings
  16.  Exterior Insulation and Finish 
         System (E.I.F.S.)
  17.  Water-resistive barrier coating
  18.  Fire-resistant penetrations 
         and joints
  19.  Smoke control
  20.  Fire-resistant rated 
         assemblies

Special inspections are confusing! Here are answers to the most frequently asked questions regarding 
special inspections.
1.  What special inspections are required for my project? 
It depends. Each municipality has unique special inspection requirements. 

As part of the building design process, the Registered Design Professional completes Part 1 of the local 
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Prior to the start of construction, it is highly ad-
visable to have a pre-construction conference to 
discuss the inspection and testing program and to 
make sure that all the participants understand their 
roles and responsibilities. The conference should 
be attended by the Owner, Registered Design 
Professional, Prime Contractor, Subcontractors, 
Inspectors, and Testing Agencies.

5.  How do special inspections impact my occu-
pancy permit?
An occupancy permit will not be issued without a 
completed and approved FINAL REPORT FOR 
SPECIAL INSPECTIONS. If any special inspections 
were skipped or not performed during construction, 
Building Officials will require that components be 
exposed for inspection, even if that means com-
pleted work must be demolished to allow access. 

Performing the required special inspections throughout a construction project can help avoid the denial of 
occupancy permits, project delays, and costly rework. 
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Who performs special 
inspections?

Special inspections 
involve the evaluation of 
materials, workmanship, 
and the interpretation of 
contract documents. A 
special inspector makes 
professional judgment as to 
the quality and acceptability 
of the construction in-place 
based on their knowledge 
and experience. Inspectors 
are individuals responsible 
for performing specific 
instructions as part of the 
Special Inspection program. 
They are engaged by the 
Owner or by the Owner’s 
agent. At the completion of 
the required inspections, the 
Inspector submits an Agent’s 
Final Report of Special 
Inspections to the Special 
Inspection Coordinator. 

6.  How do I budget for special inspections?
Special inspections typically cost approximately 1 to 4 percent of the cost of 
construction. However, there are many budget-impacting variables to consid-
er including:        
        • Each municipality has different special inspection requirements.
        • Certain construction processes such as masonry buildings that 
            require continuous observations call for more frequent inspections, 
            so it will cost more.
        • Some municipalities self-perform special inspections. If their inspec-
            tors have limited availability, that may impact your construction 
            schedule. While not a direct inspection cost, the delays may drive up 
            other cost factors. 
        • Weather is always an 
            unpredictable factor.

Need more information?
Contact GCI’s field services 
department at 614.895.1400 to 
discuss special inspections or 
construction engineering and 
materials testing for your next 
project.
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